
Specialty Crop Block Grant Program 

(SCBGP) FY25

Information



Title VI Disclosure
The Hawai‘i Department of Agriculture does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, 

national origin, age, or disability, or any other class as protected under applicable federal or state 

law, in administration of its programs, or activities, and, the Department of Agriculture does not 

intimidate or retaliate against any individual or group because they have exercised their rights to 

participate in actions protected, or oppose action prohibited, by 40 C.F.R. Parts 5 and 7, or for the 

purpose of interfering with such rights.

If you have any questions about this notice or any of the Department’s non-discrimination 

programs, policies, or procedures, you may contact:

Rae Gee, Acting Non-Discrimination Coordinator

Hawai‘i Department of Agriculture

1428 S. King Street, Honolulu, HI 96814, 

(808) 973-9560

hdoa.titlevi@hawaii.gov

If you believe that you have been discriminated against with respect to a Department of Agriculture 

program or activity, you may contact the Non-Discrimination Coordinator identified above.

To request translation, interpretation, modifications, accommodations, or other auxiliary aids or 

services for this RFP, contact (808) 973-9595 or email hdoa.addrfp@hawaii.gov. 

Please allow sufficient time for HDOA to meet accommodation requests.

mailto:hdoa.titlevi@hawaii.gov


Specialty Crop Block Grant Program 

(SCBGP) FY25

RFP-25-03-MDB
Application Deadline: June 20, 2025 @ 12 noon HST

To Apply: https://hdoa.hawaii.gov/add/scbgp



Purpose

The purpose of the Specialty Crop Block 
Grant Program (SCBGP) is to enhance the 
competitiveness of specialty crops.



Definition of a Specialty Crop
Section 101 of the Specialty Crops Competitiveness Act of 2004 (7 U.S.C. 1621 
note), amended under section 10010 of the Agricultural Act of 2014, Public 
Law 113-79 (the Farm Bill), defines specialty crops as:

“Fruits and vegetables, tree nuts, dried fruits, horticulture, and nursery crops 
(including floriculture). Eligible plants must be cultivated or managed and used 
by people for food, medicinal purposes, and/or aesthetic gratification to be 
considered specialty crops. Processed products shall consist of greater than 
50% of the specialty crop by weight, exclusive of added water.”

Pages 42-44 in the RFP



How to Apply
State of Hawaii Awards 

& Notices Data System (HANDS)
https://hands.ehawaii.gov/hands/opportunities



HANDS Posting General Information



HANDS Posting - Other
8 items to complete the application



Application Process  Step 1
Read the RFP

Complete details of 
the grant



RFP – Read and understand 



RFP - Highlights

• Application due June 20, 2025, 12:00 Noon

• Available amount $20,000 - $50,000

• 24 months or by August 30, 2027, whichever is sooner

• Pages 6-7  Eligible Projects
 “Enhance the competitiveness of Hawaii specialty 
  crops that have cultural and geographic relevance”
• Indirect costs are not allowed

• Pages 35-38  Outcomes and Indicators 
      (performance measures)



Application Process  Step 2
Performance Measures

Your project must include at lease 1

Project must include at 
least 1 of the measures



Performance Measures



Performance Measures



Performance Measures



Performance Measures



Performance Measures



Application Process  Step 3
Project Profile Template

Required application in 
pdf format



Project Profile Template Application
Complete all sections of the template



Project Profile Template Application
Page 11

This section is not allowed as indicated in the RFP



Application Process  Step 4
Complete Exhibits A & C

Required to be submitted 
with the application



Application Process  Step 4 - Exhibits A

2025



Application Process  Step 4 - Exhibits 



Notes – Budget Narrative

• Personnel are staff that are employed by the applicant
• Show airfare, car rental, hotel, meals as separate cost items
• Interisland airfare = $200 round trip / Car rental = $100 per day incl gas
• Equipment is for a single item $5000 or over
• Rentals are shown under Equipment category
• Items shown in Supplies MUST include per unit cost, # of units 

purchased – with justification explaining why that item was purchased
• Contractors are service providers not employed by the applicant; if a 

contract is signed, that service is likely a contractor
• Other is shipping/stamps, printing, items not covered
• Program income earned during the Time of Performance of the project 

must be reinvested into the project.
• Keep Matching Funds separate and report on a separate sheet



To Do Before Working on the 

Project Profile Template Application

- Read the entire RFP

- Decide on the PURPOSE of the proposed project

- Determine OBJECTIVES to achieve the PURPOSE

- DO NOT CHANGE THE WORDING OF THE PERFORMANCE MEASURES from the 

Performance Measures

- Select the OUTCOME(S) to support the OBJECTIVE(S)

- Select the associated INDICATOR(S) to quantify or convince that the 

OUTCOME has been met

- Describe in detail the DATA COLLECTION methods that will prove the 
INDICATOR(S) were quantified



Required Reports
as indicated in the RFP

Required reports



Required Reports - Annual Performance Report Template

Required after first 12 months – online report  
https://hdoa.hawaii.gov/add/scbgp/



Required Reports - Final Performance Report Template

End of presentation

Required at the end of the project – online report  
https://hdoa.hawaii.gov/add/scbgp/



Contact & Information to Apply

To Apply
https://hdoa.hawaii.gov/add/scbgp/

Grant eMail to submit application
HDOA.MDBRFP@hawaii.gov 

Grant eMail for questions
HDOA.MDBRFP@hawaii.gov 

Grant Telephone
(808) 973-9594

https://hdoa.hawaii.gov/add/scbgp/
mailto:HDOA.ADDRFP@hawaii.gov
mailto:HDOA.ADDRFP@hawaii.gov
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