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HONOLULU -- Hawai‘i is at an invasive species crossroads: the islands are home to more endangered species than any other state. Between 80-90% of all food is imported, and there are more than 8 million visitors annually, with hundreds of arriving flights and ships carrying 
cargo.  
Residents of Hawai‘i know that its environment and way of life are special. Many of the native plants and animals exist nowhere else in the world, and the ability to grow food locally and be 
connected to the land is critical to maintaining an island identity. As invasive species continue to arrive in Hawai‘i and spread through the islands, the environment, agriculture, economy, and even human health are at risk.  Coqui frogs, fire ants, albizia, and mosquito-borne illnesses 
such as dengue fever and Zika virus provide recent examples of impacts to Hawai‘i.  Broad, comprehensive strategies are needed to protect our economy, environment and way of life.   
“My administration has focused on doing the right thing the right way. Protecting Hawai‘i from 
the impacts of invasive species will require agencies and industries to work together to build a better biosecurity system,” said Gov. David Ige. “Our actions now will result in a more robust 
agriculture industry, protect our natural resources, our economy, and our unique way of life here in Hawai‘i.” 



 

 

Better biosecurity is Hawai‘i’s path forward from this invasive species crossroad. The term biosecurity encompasses the full set of policies and actions that minimize risk from invasive 
species. This means pre-border actions to prevent invasive species from reaching our shores, border inspections and quarantine to detect new arrivals, and post-border control for species 
that have made their way into the state. 
The State’s first line of defense against invasive species has always been the Hawaii Department of Agriculture, but in the 21st century we need partners,” said Scott Enright, 
Chairperson of the Hawaii Board of Agriculture.  “The threat of potential invasive species goes beyond HDOA’s mandate and this new interagency biosecurity plan will help the State focus on important priorities that will protect the environment and agriculture in Hawaii now and in the 
future.”   
The State of Hawai‘i developed its first comprehensive, interagency approach to biosecurity through the 2017-2027 Hawai‘i Interagency Biosecurity Plan. The intended scope of this plan is to address all three biosecurity areas (pre-border, border, and post-border) and to strategically 
coordinate actions across a wide range of agencies and partners. The planning process, led by the Hawaii Department of Agriculture (HDOA), has joined the efforts of industry representatives 
and state, federal, and county agencies to identify policy, process, and infrastructure needs over the next decade. The plan is currently in draft form and awaits public review and input at a series of meetings across the state in early October. 
In Hawai‘i the concept of laulima is followed: many hands working together. The Hawai‘i 
Interagency Biosecurity Plan is a blueprint for conservationists, farmers, researchers, and private citizens to join together and help protect this special place. While the draft plan includes 
over 150 coordinated actions that would substantially enhance our biosecurity system, 10 key areas highlighted for improvements are listed below. : 
1)      Off-shore compliance: Agreements with other jurisdictions to adopt pre-shipping 
inspection and control policies. 
2)      E-manifest and intelligence gathering: Using new technology to track what’s coming in, what’s high-risk, and what’s low-risk (for faster release). 
3)      Inspection facilities: Well-lit, secure areas for efficient inspections, refrigerated areas for 
produce. 
4)      Inspection of non-agricultural items: HDOA has authority and staff to inspect high-risk non-agricultural items. 
5)      Emergency response capacity: Interagency plans, protocols, and funding in place for 
timely and effective response to new pest incursions.  
6)      Better coordination and participation by industries: Expand HISC into an Invasive Species Authority to provide industry a seat at the table and coordinate complex interagency efforts.  
7)      Renewed focus on human health: A fully restored DOH Vector Control Branch to detect vectors of dengue, Zika, rat lungworm, and more. 
8)      Enhanced control of established pests: Adequate field staff at HDOA, Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR), Department of Health (DOH), and the University of Hawai‘i (UH) to control established invasive species and improved laboratories to support effective 
biocontrol.  



 

 

9)      Minimize interisland spread: Increased staff and inspections for interisland goods, support to local farms and nurseries via certification programs and import substitution programs. 
10)   Engaged and supportive community: Targeted outreach to different stakeholder groups to 
increase awareness and engagement in biosecurity programs. 
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 RESOURCES (All images & video courtesy: Hawaii DLNR) 

 Video news release DOA Plant Quarantine Inspections:  https://vimeo.com/181337428 
 HD b-roll and SOTS/DOA Plant Quarantine Inspection: www.vimeo.com/ 
 
Media photo gallery: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/qfyevmbzugd9gve/AACHpQxurxw4qZAcnIULFuoka?dl=0 
 Draft Interagency Biosecurity Plan: http://hdoa.hawaii.gov 
 
For the latest DLNR & YOU releases, videos, and photos check out: www.dlnr.hawaii.gov/iucn  
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