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PERMIT APPLICATION FOR
RESTRICTED COMMODITIES

INTO HAWAII

�LI�DSSOLFDEOH�

 03/6/2024

2-3 x 1 ml Vial Monkeypox Virus (MPXV) clade II from BEI 
Resources 

Monkeypox Clade IIb  
(hMPXV/USA/MA001/2022, Lineage B.1, Clade IIb)

Product sheet attached

BEI resources,10801 University Boulevard, Manassas, VA 20110

May 1, 2024
Saguna Verma

University of Hawaii at Manoa, JABSOM

808-692-1662

saguna@hawaii.edu
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SUBMIT TO uhpermit@hawaii.eduNOTICE NOTICE

Various or #,vol, wt. Bacteria/Virus/Protozoan/Plasmid/DNA/Cell Line Catalog Number if applicable SPELL OUT !! NO ABBREVIATIONS

4-71

Dept of Tropical medicine, BSB 320, 651 Ilalo Street, 
JABSOM, Honolulu, HI, 96813

For expedited review

Attachment 1



PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION �DWWDFK�H[WUD�VKHHW�LI�QHFHVVDU\�

�� 6WDWH�LQ�GHWDLO�WKH�UHDVRQV�IRU�LQWURGXFWLRQ��LQFOXGH�XVH�RU�SXUSRVH��

�� 3HUVRQ�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WKH�RUJDQLVP��LQFOXGH�QDPH��DGGUHVV�DQG�SKRQH�QXPEHU��

�� /RFDWLRQ�V��ZKHUH�WKH�RUJDQLVP�ZLOO�EH�NHSW�DQG�XVHG��LQFOXGH�DGGUHVV��FRQWDFW�DQG�SKRQH�QXPEHU��

�� 0HWKRG�RI�GLVSRVLWLRQ�

�� *LYH�DQ�DEVWUDFW�RI�WKH�RUJDQLVP�ZLWK�SDUWLFXODU�UHIHUHQFH�WR�SRWHQWLDO�LPSDFW�RQ�WKH�HQYLURQPHQW�RI�+DZDLL
�LQFOXGH�LPSDFW�WR�SODQWV��DQLPDOV�DQG�KXPDQV��

********************************************************************************************************************************************

I request permission to import the articles as listed on the permit application and further, request that the
articles be examined by an authorized agent of the Department of Agriculture upon arrival in Hawaii.

I agree that I, as the importer, will be responsible for all costs, charges or expenses incident to the inspection
or treatment of the imported articles.

I further agree that damages or losses incident to the inspection or the fumigation, disinfection, quarantine,
or destruction of the articles, by an authorized agent of the Department of Agriculture, shall not be the basis of a
claim against the department or the inspectors for the damage or loss incurred.

Signature ________________________________________________________ Date ____________________________
(Applicant)

Human monkeypox is an emerging zoonotic disease caused by a monkeypox virus (MPXV). The recent outbreak of 
MPXV clade IIb with ~35,000 cases in the USA led WHO to declare this outbreak.  as a Public Health Emergency of 
International Concern. Currently, drugs and vaccines designed to treat smallpox are the only options to treat MPXV 
infections. Several unknowns hamper our ability to control virus transmission and develop novel therapeutics, and 
vaccines. There is an urgent need to understand both, the basic biology of MPXV and its pathogenesis 
mechanisms. Our objective is to join the global effort to combat MPXV disease. (more details attached)

Saguna Verma, PhD
Professor and Graduate Co-Chair,
Department of Tropical Medicine, Medical Microbiology and Pharmacology
John A. Burns School of Medicine
University of Hawaii at Manoa
651 Ilalo Street, BSB 320E
Honolulu, HI 96813

Facility of virus storage and safeguard: MPXV clade II will be stored at two locations 
at the JABSOM- in a -80oC freezer dedicated to store viruses in the BSL2+ (stock 
virus in small quantiity for experiments) and BSL3 (storage of stock virus vials).  
Location of use: BSL2+ suite on the 3rd Floor, and BSL3 suite on the first floor, BSB, 
651, Ilalo Street, Honolulu, Hawaii 

As per CDC, the most accepted method to inactivate waste generated in MPXV clade II studies is autoclave of solid 
waste and treatment with 10% sodium hypochlorite for liquid waste. All liquid waste will be chemically neutralized 
with 10% sodium hypochlorite solution for a minimum of 15 minutes, then diluted to a suitable neutral pH and 
disposed of down the drain. Solid wastes like plastic wares associated with the viral agent will be chemically 
neutralized with 10% sodium hypochlorite solution for a minimum duration of 15 minutes, placed in red bags, and 
then autoclaved.  
More details attached

MPXV clade II does not infect plants. MPXV has been reported in some rodent species in endemic regions like 
Central Africa but those rodents are not found in Hawaii. Hawaii's geographic isolation, stringent biosecurity 
measures, and lack of natural reservoir hosts for monkeypox significantly mitigate the risk of introduction and 
transmission within local wildlife populations. This virus will be confined to the aforementioned laboratories, which 
are high security locations.  All personnel undergo rigorous training prior to entering the laboratories, and wearing of 
appropriate PPE is enforced.  Therefore, the likelyhood of MPXV clade II impacting wild life In hawaii is extremely 
low to none. More details attached. Emergency response measures are included in the attachments. 
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