






















































































[EXTERNAL] Testimony re: VI.1 Invasive Species Action Plan Updates

Cassandra Chee <cassandralchee@gmail.com>
Tue 6/25/2024 8:00 AM
To:​HDOA.BOARD.TESTIMONY <hdoa.board.testimony@hawaii.gov>​

Aloha e Chair Hurd and members of the Board of Agriculture, 

My name is Cassandra Chee from Liliha. I volunteer at Kaʻōnohi farm in Kalauao, Ewa. I first want 
to thank the Board and the Department for providing updates on the department’s Invasive Species 
Action Plan. The longstanding lack of a comprehensive pest management strategy, including plans 
for control and eradication as required by law, has surely contributed significantly to the spread of 
invasive species and their deleterious impacts across our islands. Please continue to hold these 
updates so that the Board and the public can be informed of the actions being planned and 
taken to deal with our invasive species crises, which are placing our islands’ ecosystems, 
farms, economy, quality of life, people, and pets at risk.

I also urge the Board to recognize that actions by both the department and by our communities to 
deal with invasive pests will continue to be severely undermined, without the intra- and inter-island 
quarantine requirements proposed for HAR Chapter 4-72. These rule amendments have been “in the 
works” for nearly a year and a half since the Board’s original approval to move them to public 
hearing, and they still have not been brought back for Board action since their public hearing in 
January. 

These quarantine rules are essential to the current all-hands-on-deck fight against the rapid spread of 
invasive pests like little fire ants and coconut rhinoceros beetles, which continue to be found in new 
areas and on new islands. Businesses like nurseries and landscapers are a major vector for the 
spread of invasive pests, including into new areas, or regions where they had been previously 
eradicated. It is unacceptable that there are no current measures to prevent businesses from 
knowingly selling infested goods - especially when the Department keeps our communities in the 
dark regarding which businesses have known infestations.

Accordingly, I respectfully and strongly urge the Board to ensure that the Department brings 
the proposed quarantine rule amendments for your review and approval at your next meeting, 
and give itself the long-overdue regulatory tools needed to ensure that current and future community 
efforts to combat invasive pests are not in vain. 

Mahalo nui for the opportunity to testify.

Cassandra Chee



[EXTERNAL] Testimony re: VI.1 Invasive Species Action Plan Updates

Danielle Espiritu <dfk.espiritu@gmail.com>
Tue 6/25/2024 7:44 AM
To:​HDOA.BOARD.TESTIMONY <hdoa.board.testimony@hawaii.gov>​

Aloha e Chair Hurd and members of the Board of Agriculture,

My name is Danielle Espiritu from Waimalu, ʻEwa, Oʻahu. I first want to thank the Board and the
Department for providing updates on the department’s Invasive Species Action Plan. The longstanding
lack of a comprehensive pest management strategy, including plans for control and eradication as
required by law, has surely contributed significantly to the spread of invasive species and their
deleterious impacts across our islands. Please continue to hold these updates so that the Board and
the public can be informed of the actions being planned and taken to deal with our invasive species
crises, which are placing our islands’ ecosystems, farms, economy, quality of life, people, and pets at
risk.

I also urge the Board to recognize that actions by both the department and by our communities to
deal with invasive pests will continue to be severely undermined, without the intra- and inter-island
quarantine requirements proposed for HAR Chapter 4-72. These rule amendments have been “in the
works” for nearly a year and a half since the Board’s original approval to move them to public hearing,
and they still have not been brought back for Board action since their public hearing in January.

These quarantine rules are essential to the current all-hands-on-deck fight against the rapid spread of
invasive pests like little fire ants and coconut rhinoceros beetles, which continue to be found in new
areas and on new islands. Businesses like nurseries and landscapers are a major vector for the spread
of invasive pests, including into new areas, or regions where they had been previously eradicated. It is
unacceptable that there are no current measures to prevent businesses from knowingly selling
infested goods - especially when the Department keeps our communities in the dark regarding which
businesses have known infestations.

Accordingly, I respectfully and strongly urge the Board to ensure that the Department brings the
proposed quarantine rule amendments for your review and approval at your next meeting, and give
itself the long-overdue regulatory tools needed to ensure that current and future community efforts to
combat invasive pests are not in vain.

Mahalo nui for the opportunity to submit testimony.

ke aloha,
Danielle Espiritu



[EXTERNAL] Testimony re: VI.1 Invasive Species Action Plan Updates

Kristen Young <kyoung@hcucc.org>
Tue 6/25/2024 8:05 AM
To:​HDOA.BOARD.TESTIMONY <hdoa.board.testimony@hawaii.gov>​

Aloha e Chair Hurd and members of the Board of Agriculture, 

My name is Kristen and I’m from Honolulu. I first want to thank the Board and the Department for 
providing updates on the department’s Invasive Species Action Plan. The longstanding lack of a 
comprehensive pest management strategy, including plans for control and eradication as required by 
law, has surely contributed significantly to the spread of invasive species and their deleterious 
impacts across our islands. Please continue to hold these updates so that the Board and the 
public can be informed of the actions being planned and taken to deal with our invasive 
species crises, which are placing our islands’ ecosystems, farms, economy, quality of life, 
people, and pets at risk.

I also urge the Board to recognize that actions by both the department and by our communities to 
deal with invasive pests will continue to be severely undermined, without the intra- and inter-island 
quarantine requirements proposed for HAR Chapter 4-72. These rule amendments have been “in the 
works” for nearly a year and a half since the Board’s original approval to move them to public 
hearing, and they still have not been brought back for Board action since their public hearing in 
January. 

These quarantine rules are essential to the current all-hands-on-deck fight against the rapid spread of 
invasive pests like little fire ants and coconut rhinoceros beetles, which continue to be found in new 
areas and on new islands. Businesses like nurseries and landscapers are a major vector for the 
spread of invasive pests, including into new areas, or regions where they had been previously 
eradicated. It is unacceptable that there are no current measures to prevent businesses from 
knowingly selling infested goods - especially when the Department keeps our communities in the 
dark regarding which businesses have known infestations.

I regularly volunteer at a farm and I know that invasive pests are a great threat to the crops and 
ability to harvest, produce, and eat. Much time goes into crops to be able to harvest quality produce 
and pests can ruin all of it and drastically change the timeline, keeping food from being produced 
for the community. 

Accordingly, I respectfully and strongly urge the Board to ensure that the Department brings 
the proposed quarantine rule amendments for your review and approval at your next meeting, 
and give itself the long-overdue regulatory tools needed to ensure that current and future community 
efforts to combat invasive pests are not in vain. 

Mahalo nui for the opportunity to testify.

Kristen
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